Business

Vientiane Times

Read more news at www.vientianetimes.org.la

9

Saturday May 5, 2018

DATAM proposes clean environment policy for Laos
Times Reporters

A

well-known
company that runs
a business to reduce
greenhouse gas
emissions in the automotive,
road and transport sectors
in Hong Kong DATAM
LIMITED, has proposed
a policy for the traffic
environment of the 4th
LQGXVWU\WR/DRRI¿FLDOV
A presentation on the
policy proposal took place
recently at the Ministry of
Planning and Investment in
Vientiane and is expected
to be the starting point for
Laos to introduce a policy on
the 4th industrial revolution
just two years after it was
proclaimed at the Davos
)RUXPLQ
The event was attended by
Deputy Minister of Planning
and Investment Dr Khamlian
Pholsena, government
officials and other invited
JXHVWV
The latest industrial
proposal for the traffic
environment was introduced
by the Chairman of the
Korea Friendship Exchange
Committee from the Prime
0LQLVWHU¶V 2I¿FH 0LQLVWHU
%RXQNHXW6DQJVRPVDN
He said he hoped the
project would be introduced
in Laos, and noted that it was
also planned for neighbouring
FRXQWULHV
DATAM has global
WHFKQRORJLHVLQWKH¿HOGRIELJ
data monitoring for vehicle
JUHHQKRXVHJDVHPLVVLRQV
D ATA M h a s h e l d
seven specialised patented
technologies in this field
for more than 10 years with
continuous technology
GHYHORSPHQWLQ.RUHD
In addition, it is a
technology company which
acquired the vehicle and road
big data monitoring system
patent in July 2017 and
applied for three patents on the
approval and compensation
system and monitoring
devices using the PCR (Proof

Dr Khamlian Pholsena.

of Carbon Reduction) system
in combination with the 4th
LQGXVWULDOWHFKQRORJ\LQ
I n p a r t i c u l a r, C O 2
Zero Zone, a field of
road in Songdo, Incheon,
where the headquarters of
the United Nations Green
Climate Fund is based, is a
company’s technology that
can benchmark roads all over
WKHZRUOG
The reason why the
DATAM CEO Mr James Lee
chose Laos as the target of his
policy proposal is that it is one
of the cleanest countries in
the world, making it the best
FRXQWU\IRUWKHSURMHFW
Considering that the
project is proposed for
Vientiane, where 50 percent
of vehicles are concentrated
in the CO2 Zero Zone, and
runs transportation without
fossil fuels such as electric
motorcycles, it seems to be an
ideal project for a Laos - the
rich producer of electrical
SRZHU
It is considered to be a
necessary project for Laos
since the export of power
in energy production is
becoming a serious issue in
Lao and such projects could
solve the problem of power
exports when they spread to
RWKHUFRXQWULHV
Especially, the policy
proposal for a green pass
card payment system linked
to the 4th industry among

major projects proposed by
DATAM is expected to bring
D¿QDQFLDOUHYROXWLRQLQ/DRV
ZKLFK KDV D ZHDN ¿QDQFLDO
VHWWOHPHQWEDVH
The green pass card
proposed by this company is
a mandatory use by tourists
visiting Laos as part of the
FRXQWU\¶VV\PEROLFSROLF\
Use of the green pass
FDUGEHQH¿WVWKRVHZKRWDNH
eco-friendly public transport
through the interlock of the
payment system which uses
cutting-edge technology
that introduces an electronic
wallet payment system that
can be used on smartphones
by merging block chain
WHFKQRORJLHV
The carbon big data
collected by this system
will be an important basis for
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) new
WHFKQRORJ\FHUWL¿FDWLRQ
This green card system
is available for transport,
accommodation, and stores,
and can be used by the
JHQHUDO SXEOLF )URP WKH
Lao government’s point of
view, the application of this
V\VWHPLVZHOFRPH
This is because if the
green pass card is mandatory,

Mr James Lee (right SUHVHQWVWKH'$7$0/,0,7('SURSRVHGDSROLF\IRUWKHWUDI¿FHQYLURQPHQW
RIWKHWKLQGXVWU\WR/DRRI¿FLDOV

it is obvious that revenue will
increase through automatic
collection of VAT and
income tax collection data
of operators related to the
WRXULVPLQGXVWU\
In 2017, the number of
tourists visiting Laos reached
DERXWPLOOLRQSHRSOHDQG
generated about US$900
million in revenue for the
WRXULVP LQGXVWU\ 7RXULVWV
WUDYHO  GD\V RQ DYHUDJH
and spend about US$200
HDFK ,W LV QR VXUSULVH WKDW
Laos is leaking VAT since
tourists mainly use cash or
86GROODUVLQ/DRV
6LQFHDERXWSHUFHQWRI
the average credit card fees
for Visa or Master Card are
leaked to foreign financial
institutions, the green pass
card is expected to benefit
the Lao government in many
ZD\V$VRIPRWRUF\FOH
registration in Laos was
HVWLPDWHGDWPLOOLRQXQLWV
and about US$800 million
in oil energy is consumed
HDFK\HDU
In particular, as the
number of motorcycles in
Vientiane is increasing by
at least 100,000 a year, air
pollution is expected to
become a serious industry
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issue, possibly threatening
WKHWRXULVPLQGXVWU\
The substitution policy
for electric motorcycles
is to be supported by the
international community
such as the Green Climate
Fund and the reduction
of fossil energy and air
pollutants is expected
to lead to an increase in
foreign currency imports
by increasing the number of
WRXULVWVLQFOHDQFRXQWULHV
As soon as the project is
approved, the TF team will
be formed and a joint venture
will be established which can
lead to job creation through
the electric motorcycle
component assembly
EXVLQHVV
The people in business
of the relevant ministry
were very interested in the
new industry on this policy
proposal, and the response
time to questions was
longer than the announced
time and lasted for about
WZRKRXUV
The positive and negative
aspects of the national
policy proposal in particular
w e r e d e e p l y inquired
and the representative of
DATAM LIMITED seemed

to be giving honest and
satisfactory answers to all of
WKHTXHVWLRQV
In his closing comments,
Mr Lee introduced Hong
Kong’s Octopus Card and
Discovery Bay, also known
as the most extreme card on
tourism in Hong Kong, and
suggested that Laos would
be the best country in which
WRPDNHDJUHHQUHYROXWLRQ
Additionally, Mr Lee
advised that if environmental
pollution was not stopped
now, it would be harder
to maintain cleanliness
and Laos would no longer
EH DV DWWUDFWLYH 6LQFH LW
was named one of the top
tourist destinations in the
world by the European
Tourism Organisation in
WUDI¿FDFFLGHQWVKDYH
increased and environmental
pollution is increasing due
to development and vehicle
LQFUHDVH
“ D ATA M c a m e t o
convey the industry to build
the world’s first and best
&2 ]HUR FRXQWU\ LQ /DRV
Through Green Revolution
Technology, we will make
WKHFRXQWU\WKH¿UVWDQGPRVW
desirable country to visit,” Mr
/HHFRQFOXGHG

